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Author's Version

A huge amount of literature in various languages, European,
Asian and Indian, has been translated in Urdu during the course of
past decades and centuries, but the masterpieces in Urdu have not
been translated in other languages to that extent, nowhere in
comparison to that. That realization was pricking my mind for some
time. Individual efforts have been made by scholars here and there to
translate Urdu works in other languages, but to my knowledge no
concerted or institutionalized and organized effort has been made so
far in that direction.

This prompted me to think about doing something whatever
was possible within my limited capacity and capability. Obvious next
step was to pick my small and simple poems and translate them in
English. In due course it became what the Persian poet has said:
"Dameed dana-o-baleed-o- ashian gah gasht".

"The grain grew and continued to grow and became a nesting

place.”
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Thus the accumulated translations took a book form. But
there lies much beyond this book which must be done. Our Urdu
academies, Urdu departments in universities and other organizations
have been doing good jobs in teaching and propagating Urdu but not
much have been done in the area | have visualized. We, all concerned
should start some organized and institutionalized effort in the required
direction without losing any more time. | hope and wish that The Milli
Gagzette would prove and provide a forum for such efforts and ideas
would get wings at this nesting place.

As for the book "My Reflections™ it is a collection of a little
over fifty selected poems and ghazals reflecting personal ethos of the
poet and his views on various manifestations in personal and social
life. The translation in English makes it possible to share all that with
a cross section of people speaking languages other than Urdu and at
the same time to encourage all to dig into the treasures Urdu language
has been hoarding and hiding for ages. This book is a sort of
exhortation to others to break the inertia and come out with whatever
presentable they possess. This will be a service to the language and the

colourful culture it represents.

Faruqi
"I like the idea of Urdu poems appearing with their English
translations which have been made by the author himself. The Urdu

poems are quite good, if somewhat simple but the English translations
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are generally excellent, certainly better than anything | have seen
recently.”

"l suggest that Mr. Rizwan Ullah append his surname
'Farooqi' because then we'll all be connected with him immediately as
one of our own widespread clan.”

Shamsur Rahman Farugi
Posted at 11.30 AM on July 29, 2011
Zahir Anwar

I have gone through the original and translated version of the
poetic compositions of Mr. Rizwanullah sahib.

At the outset I must confess that | am neither a poet nor a
critic of stature and thus I am not in a position to pass a judgment on
the comparative merits of the original poems and translations. | can
only give my humble opinion as a reader and say with some
confidence that the creative energy in the original Urdu verses and the
genuine effort of the poet himself to convey the meaning and essence
of the original in English language are commendable and touched me.

The poems and ghazals are simple, true to the spirit of the
subject matter and at times exquisite in effect. Durga Puja and
Calcutta are fine poems and portrayed with certain warmth of feelings.
The ghazal in tune with the musical strain of the inimitable Amir
Khusru is more than satisfactory in the original.

Translating poetry, even by poets themselves, is a tough job.

It calls for an expertise and command of the languages involved. Both
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authenticity and artistic integrity are of paramount importance. There
is always a very thin line between a near-perfect translation of a poem
and a poor one. The perfect transmission of emotion and genuine
linguistic authenticity should be the criterion of genuine literary
translations.

The poet has succeeded considerably in translating the spirit
and meaning of his own verses. The emotions, too, are conveyed
admirably to the readers. Although at times one tends to feel that these
are mostly exact translations of the Urdu poetry and hence straight
forward, there is inherent cadence in the diction. Simple language is
used instead of high-flown expressions. Perfect words seem to have
been found in perfect order. However there is always room for
improvement and it is always nice to go back to the drafts again for
some replacements here and there and make it more musical than
prosaic translations. It remains the priority of the poet himself to find
out where little bit of changes can make a world of differences.

Zahir Anwar, Calcutta

(This is only my humble opinion and may not be taken seriously.z.a)
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