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I am the lamp, and the moth myself,
A peculiar self-conscious and crazy myself,
A defender of the honour of my own pain,

I am the shell and the pearl myself.
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PREFACE

In a state of excitement, and the head swollen with euphoria,
it occurred to me to translate some of my Urdu poems into English.
What to do with it? Will think about it later. Sometimes it simply
happens, you think of doing something and it is granted. Perhaps such
are moments when Graciousness is extremely benevolent and bestows
whatever is beseeched. It happened in this case. My ideas began to
take shape slowly but steadily just as you get images on your
computer screen from nowhere. Line after line, poem after poem
appeared in a new language form.

The next thing that occurred to me was to let this new
language form of my poems ascend to the same height from where
ideas trickle down to a receptive mind. A blog came into existence
ready to receive and preserve what was communicated to it, and was
ready to be shared with whoever had the inclination to observe it. Here
comes the most important and basic role of Abdul Wasey, Deputy
Editor of the Finance World, who had returned to India a couple of
years ago after over a decade long strides in the Gulf media. He
created the blog "rizwanullah.blogspot.com" on February 14, 2011,

and posted some of my works on it.
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I put verses in Urdu script on the blog alongside the English
version so as to enable a visitor, if he wishes, to make his comments
and suggest improvements in translations. All the verses in this book
except a couple of them are included in two collections published
earlier: Auraq-e-Musawwar (2002) and Mata-i-Sahar (2008). Thus
the present book is a collection of selected poems with their English
translations.

Surprisingly enough, Mr. Shamsur Rahman Farooqi was the
first person to write his comments on the contents of the blog which
were not much by that time. He wrote:

"I like the idea of Urdu poems appearing with their English
translations which have been made by the author himself. The Urdu
poems are quite good, if somewhat simple but the English translations
are generally excellent, certainly better than anything I have seen
recently."

Then he goes on to add:

"l suggest that Mr. Rizwan Ullah append his surname
'Farooqi' because then we'll all be connected with him immediately as
one of our own widespread clan."

Shamsur Rahman Farooqi
Posted at 11.30 AM on July 29, 2011

A few words, just a few words, about Farooqi:
A ground breaker and a trail blazer at a time when Urdu

language was gasping for life in free India and the tide of progressive
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writing was ebbing. In abounding gloom of an uncertain future of the
Urdu language he launched "Shabkhoon", a literary magazine which
he has been running for about half a century; an untiring writer of
inexhaustible energy who left no genre of Urdu prose and poetry
without his indelible mark be it criticism, short story or novel and
lexico- graphy in addition to scores of books, lectures in various
Indian and foreign universities as a visiting professor and countless
articles in Urdu and English are published in papers world over and a
recipient of highest awards.

(He passed away on December 25, 2020)

Some friends in Calcutta saw a bunch of the blog items and
encouraged me to continue my efforts. In fact, I had sent that bunch to
my old friend Mr. Qaisar Shamim, Ex. Vice-Chairman of the West
Bengal Urdu Academy, who shared it with other friends and exhorted
me verbally to continue. Mr. Zahir Anwar, a well-known writer and a
literary critic sent his comments in English and Urdu both. Mr. F.S.
Ejaz, Editor of monthly "Insha' wrote his comments in Urdu. I am
giving their short excerpts here but will put them fully on my blog.

"The creative energy in the original Urdu verses and the
genuine effort of the poet himself to convey the meaning and essence
of the original in English language are commendable and touched
me."

Zahir Anwar, Calcutta

é/Gd{Lﬁﬁéﬁ{ddf@ﬁ/ﬁ(@b&iuiﬁ/
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As for contents, various forms of poems make a substantial
part of it. In the words of Farooqi, my poems are plain and simple. In
fact, it is in the very nature of poems for generally they are narrative
and descriptive. It also means that they are easily and conveniently
translatable. The case of ghazals is different. Complications of human
feelings and means and methods of their expression, and also
references to past events and incidents therein and all sorts of nuances
of the language create complications and make translations difficult,
and sometimes incomprehensible. However, most of the poems and
ghazals included in this selected translation being plain and simple are
easily comprehensible. In the selection of ghazals their simplicity and
translatability have been particularly taken into consideration. It was
easy to do so as the ghazals are my own doings. I expressed a certain
idea in one form which could be easily communicated in a different
language. But still every language has certain nuances that are subtle,
difficult and sometimes impossible to translate and explain in another
language. It happens and it has happened here as well.

I wish I could include some humour but I was afraid of the

difficulties in its translation and I was sure that it would not be
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possible to create the same refreshing effect in the translation so, I
thought, the exercise would not be worth doing.

When it came to arranging contents of this book I grouped
them in three categories: One, free verses, second, ghazals and lastly,
traditional poems that are comparatively longer than free verses.

I discussed it with Abdul Wasey, who is my wife's nephew
and intellectually very close to me, and that closeness persisted in
spite of his engagements in the Gulf media for over a decade.
However, after some discussion we agreed over the arrangement of
the contents as mentioned above. My idea about that grouping and
arrangement of poems was that smaller poems, as the free verses are,
give a compact picture of the subject-matter in a short reading time
and thus the reader does not need to wait with a long reading to reach
the depth of the matter. A reader today caught in the midst of many
pulls and pushes has little time to spare and shorter patience. Thus he
can glance at poem after poem if his interest and patience continue
like the verses of a ghazal. The nature of these poems gives the reader
an insight into the mind and ideas of the poet and his views about
various matters and issues.

A thorough assessment or appreciation of one's own work is
not easy for a writer but this book is a collection of already selected
poems and the writer would have obviously made the selection from a
lot of accumulated material according to his liking and preferences, so

this presentation must divulge the trend of his mind.
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From the very beginning it exposes an air of pathos and
sadness and that thought process seems to continue throughout till the
end. It begins with the poem "The Solitary Book". Obviously it is the
story of life and ends with the poem "The Last Chapter of the Book."
It hints at the conclusion of the same book. But there are lighter and
brighter spots also. There are descriptions of important events in
national and personal life which unavoidably contain sad and pathetic
references such as "The Division" or the "Calcutta Riots" or "The
Bengal Famine". However, the life seems to revolve round and evolve
in the air and atmosphere of Calcutta, which is very natural as the
author got there everything stored for him in life. But still readers may
have their own perception and appreciation. I do not have any
intention to colour or influence readers' views.

However, 1 may reiterate my belief that a book is a living
creature with its material and sublime, that is, spiritual forms; the
former is visible but the latter is perceptible through its effects as you
would do with air, for instance. Books do reproduce as well. Books
contain and disseminate thoughts and ideas of the writer, their creator
and cause a response from those who come into contact. Thus the
material existence of the book when handled causes the spiritual
effect. So like all creations, a book must contain a certain amount of
writer's person, which must be his reflections. So the contents of this
book are the reflections of the poet originally expressed in Urdu then

translated in English and put on the blog; to conclude then the
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simplicity and pathos obvious in the contents of the book are in fact
exposition of the writer's thoughts.

Lastly, I want to express my gratitude to all who encouraged
me directly or indirectly to continue my efforts in my chosen direction.
I have a deep feeling of gratitude for my dear Abdul Wasey but for
whose assistance and cooperation it would not have been possible for
me to continue on this arduous track to reach the almost unreachable
goal. The encouragements I have received make me feel humble. I

thank them all.

Rizwan Ullah
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